Declaration of the establishment of the Syrian National Council

In response to the demands of the Syrian people and their active forces and in light of the tremendous efforts exerted to unify the opposition, and most importantly considering the heroic struggle of the Syrian people facing war and daily massacres committed by the oppressive regime against defenseless civilians, the last of which the Rastan massacre the revolutionary forces declare the establishment of the Syrian National Council as the platform of unity of the opposition and its peaceful forces. 

The National Council establishes the main representation of the Syrian revolution in its internal and external forces and provides all necessary support to achieve the goals of the revolution and the people to topple the regime, including all of its components and leadership, and to replace it with a democratic, pluralistic, democratic regime within the context of a civil, egalitarian state without any discrimination based on nationalistic, gender, religious, or political affiliation.  The National Council is open for participation to all Syrians committed to the principles and goals of the revolution and its peaceful nature. 

The National Council is an independent, autonomous entity manifesting the independence of the Syrian opposition and the sovereignty of the Syrian people that it represents. 

The National Council works with all of the Arab, regional, and international entities and governments based on principles of mutual respect and the protection of Syrian national interest, and it rejects any foreign intervention that affects national sovereignty. 

As such, in response to the call of the youth of the revolution the National Council calls on all relevant international organizations and entities to take its responsibility towards the Syrian people and to work on their protection from the war declared against them and halt the crimes and grave human rights violations committed by the current illegitimate regime through all legitimate and legal available means available by International Humanitarian law. 

The National Council condemns the regime's sectarian and violent policies which puts national unity at risk and pushes the country towards civil war and foreign intervention. 

The National Council emphasizes that the new civil democratic Syria represents the best guarantee to all components of the Syrian people and the democratic, just resolution of the Kurdish and Assyrian questions within a unified Syria while preserving the State's institutions, especially the military, which has been abused and manipulated by the regime.  

The National Council declares its full faith in the inevitable victory of the will of the people and calls on all Syrians to galvanize around it until the fulfillment of the goals of the revolution. 

In this historic moment the National Council stands to honor the souls of the martyrs, the wounds of the wounded and those who have been detained and those exiled. 

Long live free democratic Syria. 

Istanbul, October 2, 2011

The Damascus Declaration

The Temporary Administration of the SNC

The Muslim Brotherhood, Syria

The Kurdish parties and forces

The Assyrian Democratic Organization

Independent personalities and societal forces including the Tribes

The Local Coordinating Committees

The High Council of the Revolution

The General Commission of the Revolution

